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sır,

_ I hed tho plceaıro of r*entiy ssrding yoı ı aarlcı of docugıtg conceming

different itooıı orı th€ sgcnd. of thı 4let geselrr of the Uıt Hunoıı Rigıhts

Cooıilıelm.

Follotılnq the conaıltstiorrs h.ld r.l,th qıı poıoerırıt ıcpıeacntetlvo
in Genava, çı have dıly taben rıotc of yanr eıggeotioıa. Conacçıntly, l kindly
ıı<pest yoıJ to prssrnt otır allegaLiona reJ.eting to Turkay ln cmfoıolty with

Roaolutim ı50] (xLYılı) of the Econotic gıd Soclal Coıncll.

In the hopı thct yoıJ gill aoon take the atcpa nacoııısy to pıovlde a

folloı-up to oııı ıoçr.at and thaı*tng yol ln.dvgrc6 for yc*ır friandly
co-opcratloı,

I roıııln,

Yaırıı fnlthfully,

lbıahlı zıkarla
Gtnırıl Socr.tııy
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v.lORLD FEDERATION 0F TRADE UNIONS

Department for Re]ations with the United Natiöns

9!!some recen t facts on vio]ation of the f9ıdamenta1 human ri s ın

IgıEey-

(For the 4].st session of the lJN Human Rights Corrımission )
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Prague, January 1985
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16 Decemberı in Ankara, two former Republicen People's Party (CHP)

deputies, Temel Ates and Ertugrul GÜnay ,ere conderTned to } years'imprison-
ment, each by a miJ.itary court. They will also be kept durirg one year under house

arresL.

0n the same day, the trial of 54 officials of the t"letal Workers'lJnioıı
(Maden-Is), affiliated to DISK,,started before the military court in Istanbul.

0n the other hand, the tıial of 7ı-officials of .the Printers'Uhion
(Ba§in-Is), affiliated to DISK, was merged ııith the DISK trial. Thus, the

tota] nunüer of defendants at the DISK, trial rose to i39, 74 ol whom fisk the

death penalty. 40 out ol 85 DISK defendants are being tfred under aDrest,

whereas 44 qthers are without restraint and one accused is still at large.

15 Decenber: in Istanbul, a new suit was filed against four officials
of the Popular House of BakirkÖy on the charge of comınınist propaganda.

16 Decenber: in Izmir, nine persons were braıght before a court on the

charge of communist act iv ities.
29 Decenöerı in Ankara, the formeı secretary general of SODEP, Oktay Eksi,

was questioned by the military prosecutor for declaring prior to the e]ections
that he wo0ld not vote.

2 Deceıröer: the 2nd Army Command announced that 795 persons ı.ıere still
tracked by the military foıces in the South-eastern area and that 75 persons

had been errested over the past three moıths in the region of Malatya.

24 Decerrber ı in IstanbuJ., Hayati Asilyazici, responsible editor of the

art review Som..ıt, and Erol Toy, publisher of the same periodical, weıe

condeırıned to 16 months' impli sonment , eech foı an article proposing a general

aırnesty on the occasion öf the 60th anniversary of the proclamation of the
Republic.

27 Decenöer : the famous poet and translator Can Yİjeel was included in
the trial. of the l8 leading members of the Turkish Writers'Union (TYS). The

ııilitary prosecutor demanded prison terıns up to l' years for each of the defend-
ants who are accused of having turned the Union into.a clandestine organisation.

J0 Decenber: poet Ahmet Te]Ii was jailed in Ankara for serving a 354ay
prison term.

Seven famous actolsof the lstanbul }funicipal Theater ııere fired on

Deceıber 24 by the theater's administratim by order of the Istan5u] Martial
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Lsw Command. Aliye l,Jzunatagan, Avni Yalçin, 0ben GÜney, Cetin lpekkaya,

Taner Bar-Ias, Savas Dinçel and Aslan Kaçar who took a ]eading paıt in
seven diffeıent plays staged by the ,ııınicipal theaters, are consideıed

"dangerous" for cu]tural life by the milita'ry. ,ffi
After a].l books and peıiodicals considered "dangerous" by the miIitary

had been seized and destroyed, for the first time in Turİ<ey's cultura]
life a TV-film was burnt up by order of the General Directot of the Turkish
Redio-TV Corporation. In fact, this film entit]ed t'Tired Fighter" had been

shot by movie director Ha]it Refig on'a'nove]. of the famous author'Kemal Tahir,
who, interpreted t,he Nationa] Liberation l{ar in a different way from the

official interpretation. The shooting of this film had"been ofdered by the

foımer general director of the Radjo-TV Corporation. Th3 present general

director who ordered that the film be. burnt up, is a retired army general,
who had been appointed to this post fo]]owing the militaıy coup.

The detainees of Diyarbakir military prison (south east of Turkey),

nıost of whom are Kurdish militants, went in early January on a hunger-strike
to protest against their conditions of confinement as wel] as torture. This
action of resistance, marked by incidents which ended with severaı peop]e dying.

0n Januaıy ?5, the military court of the Istanbul Martial Law Command

condeııned .l02 defendants of the trial of the Workers'Party of Turkey (TIP)

to pıison terms up to 12 years. Four meıüers of the Central Coııınittee of the
party were given l2-years'inprisonment each, ııhile l0 others ıüere condeırned

to 8 years and the remaining 88 to 5 years.

while the tria]s of the trade union officials affitiated to DIsk weıe

being merged with the principal trial of DISK, the military prosecutor of
Istanbu]. continued to fi],e new suits against others.

The tria]s of 15 officials of the Progressive Metat Workers'Union
(Dev-Maden-Sen) and of l] officials of the i,|ovie industry Emplopes'Union
(Sine-Sen) started respectively on January f and 5 before ınilitsry tribunals.
The defendants risk pıison terms Up to 20 years.

0n the other hand, the number of defendarıts et the trial of the Petro-
Chemical l{orkers'Union (Pet-kirn-Is) rose to 87 with l0 additional ones.

3 Januaıy: in lstanbul, 6 peısons accused of ııaking propaganda ioı boycotting
the general e]ection of Novenüer 6.
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0n Januaıy 4, during a conöing operation in Istanbul, special teanıs

shot dead e Dev-Yol militant, Gakalp ciftciogıu, end arrested J5 others.

Nazim Hikmet, the most distinguished İurkish poet in the world *b"*"^PJ
died 20 years ago in exile, is wanted by the Turkish authorities. İ ınşlVi İ

'.4r^..\f,,
By order of the pubtic pıosecutor, a poliee eotırt in Ankara decided "!!l:>"'

the confiscation of i collection of Nazim Hikmet's poems, eiıtitled "Greeling
to the Working Class of Turkey", and iosued a warrant for zuıımoning, the

euthoı before the court. The poet is İcÖused of having made propaganda to
destroy the nation-s unity and integrity.

The Istanbul Maıtia] Law Command ordeıed on Janudry ]0 a ban on the
publication and distribution of the monthly review Soınıt. The review, published
by the Cooperative oi Turkish Writers; is accused of not conpJying with the
fiErtia.l 1aw orders.

The daily Curıhuriyet oi January 22 reported that 1lB,000 books published
between 1972 and |979 6y the Ministry of Cultural Affairs were sti]] kept in
bond since the militaıy coup. They were reportedly eonfiseated by order of
maıtia] J.aw commandeıs claiming that they contained haımiu] propaganda. For
three years the militaıy prosecutor has been holding an inquiry into this with
the view of filing a suit against the authors of these books.

The Istanbu] Martial Law Command announced on February 4 that, in the
course of Januaıy, seven Pelsons had been condeırned by military tribunals
on the charge of "ınaking comıntınist propaganda through publ ication s'' : Remz i
KÜçİjkarslan to 23 years, l4Jhittin Gİjkta; to 7.5 years, Mehmet Sahin Ozkİjk

to 5.5 yeaıs, }fustafa TÜtİjncüUasi to 15 years, Osman Tas to 2l years,
Abdullah Bulut to 5 years and Nevzat Açan to 1l years.

After two months of.hunger-strikes in Tuıkish prisons, in protest aqainst
i1] treatment, two poJ.itical detainees have died, while three others are in
a coma. This information given by relatives oF the pıisoneıs, has ıeached
the foreign press, despite intirnidation attempts by the military junta; but
Geneıal Evren ordered the Turkish press not to refer to it.

Abdullah Meral, a forıııer militant of Dev-So] (revolutionary Left)
whose death was reported on ,}.ıne 15, had been broıght to a hospital in early
June, along with 14 other hunget-strikers.

And on June 17, it was Mehmet Fatih 0ktulrnıs-s friends vrtıo announced
that the latter had just died. Oktulm.,ıs xss a ııi]itgnt of a left-wing
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Early this !,ear, similar hunger-strikes üJhich occured in the prisons
of Ankara and Diyarbakir, resulted in the death of eleven detainees.

The military prosecutors of Istanbul Martial Law Coırmand have taken,

nerı legal action against trade,union leaders. Meanwhile, the nuırıber of
defendants,at the main DISK trial who.are liable to the death sentence, has

risen to 75. Those who have been included in the DISK tıia] and who are under

threat oi the death sentence are wel]. knor.ın Turkish painter Orhan Taylan and

Chairman of the Public Works l.Jnion (Baysen) Cevat Ozhas}rci.

Besides, of the trade union tria].s which are beinq held before militaıy
tıibunals, three were extended with the addition of new defendants: 5 persons

to the Yeni Haber-Is, 6 to the Sine-Sen and 14 to the Baysen trial. Al1

defendents risk prison terms up to 20 years.

21 May z in Istanbul, 10 former menöers of the Boaıd of Istanbul Bar

Association were charged with breaking the law on Bar Association. They are

accused of fai.ling to deny former Chairman of the Bar Association 1,1r. Orhan

Apaydin th.e right to exercise the profession of attorney, following his
arıest in connection with the Turkish peace committee trial.

0n May 8, Turkish singer Rahmi Saltuk, after performing at a concert
more songs than scheduled in the prograrme previously submitted to the

ınilitary authorities, was sentenced to ] months' inpaisonment, comm.Jted

into a fine.

Three days later, Ahmet Tastan, responsible editor of the ınonthly revıew

UrÜn, banned by the military, was condemned to l8 npnths in prison for having
praised corrmunism.

At the end of May, the military prosecutor in Istanbuk filed a new suit
against ex-aırüassador Mahııı_ı t Dikerdem for a press re].ease of the Turkish
Peace Coırmittee in 1980. He is accused of having involved the coıımittee in
politics by the publication. Dikerdem, Chairman of the Turkis*ı Peace Corrrnittee

has alıeady been condeırned to a 8-year pıison term end is under treatment in
a hosp i tal.

Oa Hay ?9, in Ankara, 45 primary schoo] teachers were condeıTned to
a 2<nonth prison term and e 1,500 TL fine esch for having participated in
a boycott action in protest against the }lassacre of Xahlamanmaras in ]978.

organisation, TIXB. Both died at Istanbut'military hospital..
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In lzmir, Professor 09uz Makal was dismissed from his academic post

at the Fine Arts Faculty by the Rector of the 9th septerrber University
without any reason put forward. ffi

The Association ol Contemporary Journalists (CGD), in Ankara, has recently
pub}ished a bulky document concerning the state of press freedom in Turkey

between March 12 , 1980 and Mareh 12, 1984. According to thİs report, in 1he
couıse of the past 4-year period, Turkish journalists hÖve been condemned

to ,pıison terms totaling }l5 years, rouı nıonths ana ZO aays. This nunber

does not include sentences passed on journalists who afe accused of being
invo]ved in political, actions. Over the same period, maxtial faw commanders

have oıdered 4l times the banning'of newspapers for a definite or indefinite
time.

, The responsible editor of the daity Cuıüuriyet, 0kay G-tİnensin, and

correspondent Yalçin Dogan weıe both condeırned on July 12 by a press court
in Ankara to one ıInnth in prison for having published the bill of indicment
against the Nationa]ist Action Party (l.flP ) before the opening ol the trial of
this neo-iascist organisation.

0n the otheı hand, on July 18, Okay Giinensin and lu{..İserref Hekimoglu,
nespectively responsible editor and columnist of the daily Cuııüuıiyet were

brought befoıe a military tıibuna] of Ankara reğion for having published an

article concerning "Memed, My Hawki', a film recent]y made by Peter Uslinov
adapted from Turkish author Yashar Xema].'s renowned novel. The shooting of this
fi]m in Turkey had been banned by the,nİtitary government and Ustinov had been
forced to make it in Yougoslavia.

According to the daily MilJ.iyet of July 8, the Interior Ministry has
recently banned the showing of 937 films shot in Turkey or abroad. This
measure has been extended to video-casseltes of the same filnıs as well. Among

them are also the films directed by Cannes prize winner Yilmaz GÜney and played
by lhe renowned singeıs Melike Demirag and Cem Kaıaca, ell of them stripped
of Tuıkish nationality.

The Military Couıt of Martial Law Command in Istanbul decided to combine
fouı otheı union cases ı,ıith the DISK Trial, bringing the tota] nunber of
defendants to 474176 of vrhorn are facing the death sentence. The co.ırt, aiter
turning down once nore the request of release sı.ıbmitted by DISK Chaiıman Abdutlah
8astÜrk and seven other executive menöers, ajourned the triat until August.
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24 June, seeurity forees killed three persons and ıdounded one in a shoot-
out in the B]ack Sea coasta] village Unye, the state radio reported. Two

other persons were aırested in the operation on June 21. The victims of this
bloody operation were identified as Habil Irgİj1, Necmettin Karagİjlle and

Ibıahim Levent.

24 July, the military authorities announced that during a poliee operation
in Ankara, },8l9 suspects had been rounded up. 7 of them had been tracked for
a long time for their political activities.

27 JuIy, in Diyarbakir, two women, Sidika Can and Sa]iha Sener, were

arrested for having requested Premieı Ozal, during his visit to this city,
to amnesty their sons whö aıe in prison for a politica.]. case.

According to the daily Milliyet of Septenber 2l, since the military coup,

with the aim of "enforcing law and order|':

- The security forces have taken into custody 178,565 persons for preJ.iminary

investigetion.

- Among them 641505 persons who have been aırested ss a restr]t of a court
werrant and kept in prison for their trial, the others being De]eased after
a 90-day detention.

- Out of this nuırber, 41.727 have already been condeırned for political
İeasonS.

The trade unions of which the cases heve been combined ,ıith the DIsk

Tıial are TÜn*a-Is ( Door-keepers' tjn ion ) , dahlse., (Bank Employees' Union ) ,

Teksti1 (Textil Woıkeıs'Union) and Maden-Is (}4etal }Jorkers' Un ion ) .

]] June: in Istanbu.l, against .l40 presumed members oi Dev-Sol, 47 of
whorn are facing death sentence. So, the nunüer of Dev-Sol derendants being

tried by the same court rose to I,254 end the nuıröeD of those ıüho are liable
to the death §entence to 404.

' 28 June: in Istanbul, against 53 presumed members of Dev-Yol. The ...r.ıi 44...

mililary prosecutor demanded the death sentence for IO'defendatnts. inrusrıı1 
4a

. i 'nİşıv, §;
9 June: in Denizli, 23 people,were taken into custody by secur ily |47ooğ

forces on the charge of havinq attempled to reorganise Dec-Yol in that area.

One of them, Mehmet Ali Sagit was shot dead.

10'June: in Tokat, two presumed militants of Dev-YoJ., Ali GİjnÜs and

Ayhan GÖkvelioglu were shot to death by the security forces.
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As the 2] menöers of the Turkish Peace Coıımittee, who were already
condemned to heavy prison terms, aıe being tried aqain by a military court
in Istanbuİ foJ.J.owing a decision of the Militery Court of Cassation, 48 other
ıneıbers of the same oıganisation have been indicted by a militaıy pıosecutor on

charges of attempting to stage a communist revo]ution in Turkey. it is repoıted
that they also face prison terms ranging from five to filteen years if convicted.
Among Lhose who have been indicated are a]so Aziz Nesin, renowned Turkish
humorist and chairman of the Turkish t{riters'Union (TYS), movie actoıs Taıik
Akan and Genco Erkal, foımer Members of hr]iament Metin TÜzÜn and Ertugrul
GÜnay, university professor Sadun Aren as wel] as several journalists, lawyers
and doctors.

After the release of the main DISX leders, the military proseeutor of
lstanbu] Maıtia] Law Command began to join all tıade union cases to Lhe tria]
of DISX. Thus, the total number of defendants rose to 896. Among the new

defendants are also tvro menöers of the Administrative 8oard of DISK, Hİjseyin Fuat
Pinarbasi and t"fİlayin Güdijcİj, who face capital punishment. So, the numbeı of
DIS( leaders facing the death sentence ıose to 78..

In Istanbul , femo.ıs popular sirşer Erol BÜyÜtUurç was indicated on

Septeııöer 19 by the military prosecutor on the chaıge of slandering the

- lhe military courts hsve a]so sentenced }25 persons to death for their
political actions, 25 of whom have already been exeeuted.

As for the death sentences demanded in'poJ.itical trials, their number

has incıeased by 23l in the cq.ırse of the 4th year of repDession, Deeching

5,584. The distribution by organisation of the fresh demands for death ,<6i-,{,.-..
sentences is as fo]lows. _ ;§rUsrıV İ

DEV-YoL (Revolutionary Path):85, DEv-sOL (Revo]utionary Left): or, '.r;::':;J
Liberation (Kurtulus): 20, DISK:8, XUK: '5, TKP-I{-: 1, Ötİers: 65.

' According to the daily HÜrriyet of April 24, 1984, by that tine 213 1645
peopJ.e were stil] wanted by the security forces, 18r59'_out of whom are

indicted for their political actions or opinions.

At the trial ol the 56 inte]lectuals, one of the defendatnts, Aziz Nesin,
tol.d the Court that he was deligthed that this trial will enable the inte]]ectuals
to defend their action. At the opening session of this trial, foreign journalists
have been barred, although Ankara Martial Law Command had before pledged to
al]ow them.

TÜSTAV 

TÜRKİ
YE S

OSYAL 
TARİ

H A
RAŞ

TIR
MA V

AKFI



9

Armed Forces. He faces one year in jaiJ..

In Zonguldak, on Septenöer 22, l4rs. Ay'se Uzundurukan, coluınnist of the
newspaper İnanis, was condenned to ] ınonths and l8 days' inpri sonment for
insulting a public pıosecutor in her artic]e.

Oveı the first ten months of this year, Turkish ınilitafy atıthoıitieğ
have arrested 26,?95 peop7e for alleged "terroDist activities''. These figures
were is*ıed by Inteıior Ministeı Yildfrim Akbulut on lbvember 24.

,, As a resu]t of the Istanbul Militaıy Prosecutoı's decision to join a.ll
the tria]s of DISK-affiliated trade unions to the maj.n''DISK trial (Confederation
of Progressive Trade Unions of Turkey), the tota] numbei oF defendants
was brought to 1,565. Not wi thstandin, . that the main DISK leaders have been
conditionally released, 78 of them still face the death penalty.

0n 0ctober 2?, the bimonthly reyiew Yeni GÜndem was pıohibited from
publishing and circuı.ting on account of an interview with humorist Aziz Nesin,
the main figure in the tıial of the intellectuals.

0n 0ctober 26, Lhe Military Prosecutor instituted proceedings against
the three-menüer editoıial board of Video-Sinema, Onat Kutlar, Mahnu| Ta]i Ongören
and Jij lide'ErgÜder, foı pubtishing artic]es about Yilmaz Güney, the famous
filırunaker who recently died in Paris.

76(ıil-aa:,

',,;,#t
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